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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 
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Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 


^ ^ n 
o v rn 

r~ <g 
January, 2003 
o 

V - 


Prior to examination of the above-identified application on the merits, "the applicants 
respectfully request that the application be amended as follows: 

Please amend the above-identified patent application as follows: 


IN THE CLAIMS 



Please add the following new claims. 


--36. (New) The calcined tantalum pentoxide powder of claim 20, wherein the BET 
surface area is from 0.3 m /g to 3 m /g. 

37. (New) The calcined tantalum pentoxide powder of claim 20, wherein the BET 
surface area is less than or equal to 0.75 m 2 /g. 

38. (New) The calcined tantalum pentoxide powder of claim 20, wherein the packed 
bulk density is from greater than 3.0 g/cc to 4 g/cc. 
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